Critical evaluation of the diagnostic value of systolic time intervals in the diagnosis of functional thyroid diseases. Comparison of results in a highly selected and a non-selected group of patients in relation to the blood PBI and T4I levels.
The value of measuring systolic time intervals for the diagnosis of functional thyroid disorders was studied. We were able to confirm that the systolic time intervals, namely the preejection period (PEP) are significantly shortened in hyperthyroidism and protracted in hypothyroidism. We were able to prove the rectilinear correlation between the PEP interval and Ig PBI in both highly selected and unselected groups of untreated patients with thyroid disorders. We were able to show much lower diagnostic value of other systolic intervals (as Q-S2) and indices (Weissler's index) compared to PEP. We are able to enumerate some pathological cardiovascular states, where the PEP interval is considerably influenced. With due respect to above-mentioned problems, we are convinced that the PEP measurement is of real diagnostic value in the bed-side diagnosis of thyroid disorders, moreover we believe it might help to solve some theoretical problems.